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es, we have scaled down our
operations currently… but,
things are still happening all

the time at St. Jude. We still have our
drop-in hours on Fridays from noon to
3PM—where guests can drop by to
check their mail, use the phone, do
laundry, take showers, get needs from
the free store, and/or just hang out. Of
course, guests often drop by at other
times for emergencies, to hang out on
the porch, or even just to visit and
chat. But, there are other things going
on as well…

Thursday Community Dinners
Every Thursday evening we serve a
community dinner to every and any-
one who comes. We try to have dinner
ready around 7PM, the door is open to
anyone who wishes to attend. It is
semi-potluck, so bringing a dish is
appreciated, but definitely not
required. Or, come early (around 4PM)
and assist with preparation at the Big
House at 317 S. Randolph St.. It is a
social dinner where guests, friends,
and former strangers all eat together,
socialize and talk. 

Dinner is mostly vegetarian, but we
will offer one meat dish when meat is
available.

Saturday Morning Weekly
Meetings
We hold weekly Saturday morning
meetings at 10AM in the Dorothy Day
Center [314 Cottage Court] to discuss
the aims and means of the Catholic
Worker in the context of the activities
of St. Jude and the C-U community. All
are welcome who are interested in
being part of this extended communi-
ty. [Please let us know at stjude-
catholicworker@gmail.com if you want
to be notified if there is any change in
meeting time.] The conversations are
important to building support and an
extended community— build a com-
mon framework for the role of these
two Catholic Worker houses in
Champaign-Urbana. 

Skill-Shares
Intermittent Saturday afternoons at the
Big House. DIY based. Learn how to

make your own beer, wine, mead,
cheese, kimchi, fermented/preserved
vegetables, sourdough, hominy, kom-
bucha and more! Particulars are based
on participants interests. If you have a
skill, interest, or knowledge you would
like to share let us know, [stjudecatholic-
worker@gmail.com] we would love to
learn more and expand our options.

Continued on page 2
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Making Kimchi…

Happenings at St. Jude

Thursday community dinners—
Served every Thursday around 7PM.
Or, come early and assist with
preparation at the Big House and
stay for dinner as well. 
Saturday morning coffee/chat—
Every Saturday morning 10am at
the Dorothy Day Center [314
Cottage Court]
Saturday Afternoon Skill-Share—
Intermittent Saturday afternoons 
at the Big House, 317 S. Randolph.
stjudecatholicworker@gmail.com for
more info.
Other ideas: a writing/poetry
group, and/or a radical reading
group, a knitting circle, movie
nights, and much more.

Chopping Salting Draining Kimchi!!

Ibores goat cheese drying

Y

stjudecatholicworker.wordpress.com
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ate last summer 2014 the Christian Social Action
Forum Board [CSAF] asked all but one of the resi-
dential volunteers and all guests to move out of the

two houses of the St. Jude Catholic Worker. [We were con-
cerned about instability in the volunteer community and
felt St. Jude had wandered from its roots.] In collaboration
with CU@home, one long-term guest with two children
moved into her own home. CSAF subsidized the first six
months of utilities. A second guest, one who has lived in the
House for about 5 years has stayed along with volunteer
Dave Powers, who has become a remarkable center for
rebuilding St. Jude. [See his article in this newsletter.] 

A fellow friend of the Worker House, Pat Fettig, suggest-
ed we rename the Annex, the Dorothy Day Center for
Contemplation and Action—a name that very much
reflects! With the help of Pat Knowles we completely
cleaned the space to make it hospitable to outside gather-
ings. Right now the Center is more focused on
Contemplation than Action—all in its time. The core of the

CW community is small but the embryonic growth we
hoped might happen is occurring. 

We hold weekly Saturday morning meetings at 10 a.m. in
the Dorothy Day Center [314 Cottage Court] to discuss the
aims and means of the Catholic Worker in the context of
the activities of the two houses. All are welcome who are
interested in being part of this extended community—
please let us know [stjudecatholicworker@gmail.com] if
you want to be notified if there is any change in meeting
time—we occasionally have had to cancel [rare]. Dave
brings homemade bread—often just out of the oven and
we have coffee and tea. The conversations are important, as
is the work to build a common framework for the role of
these two Catholic Worker houses in the Champaign-
Urbana community. 

Leigh Estabrook, Member, Christian Social Action Forum Board 
and Friend of St. Jude leighe@gmail.com

Looking to the Future of the St. Jude Catholic Worker Community

he St. Jude Catholic Worker
House was opened in early
1980 in a home on University

Avenue, Urbana donated by a physician
who wanted it to be used for philan-
thropic purposes. The house was origi-
nally intended for a family who were
refugees from Vietnam. However, due to
immigration complications they were
not able to arrive at this time. Fr. George
Dorsey, a co-pastor at St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church in Urbana, suggested
the house be used as a Catholic Worker
House. He along with a graduate stu-
dent, Graham Thompson, helped to fur-
nish and find donations of food and
household supplies along with volun-
teer support to open the house. Sunday
evening became the night for clarifica-
tion of thought on social justice themes,
community song time and mass at the

house. As Dorothy Day, co-founder of
the Catholic Worker movement
described it, we were just sitting there
talking, when the hungry came and
said we need food. We were just sitting
there talking, when the homeless came
and said we need housing. And so we
began to feed and house the poor in
our midst. 

The St. Jude Catholic Worker first
opened its door and provided housing
to persons who were discharged from
the psychiatric unit at Mercy Hospital
(now Presence Hospital). The house
from the outset also provided a noon
meal for anyone in need of food and
friendship. The house was run by vol-
unteers who helped to run the soup
kitchen and stay overnight. Graham
Thompson was the first coordinator of 

Continued on page 3

A Brief History of the St. Jude Catholic Worker House

The 2015 Midwest Faith
and Resistance Retreat

Evening of March 19th to morn-
ing of March 22

A Catholic Worker Anti-Racism
Workshop.  Sponsored by Karen
House Catholic Worker in St. Louis,
MO.  Visit http://newsite.karen-
housecw.org/?page_id=1146 for
details
Who is Invited?
Folks who identify as Catholic
Workers (both those who live in CW
houses and those "house-less"
Catholic Workers who are consider
themselves committed to the move-
ment), and friends from other simi-
lar intentional communities.

L
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Garden!
I know, it’s hard to believe
right now… but spring will
come! And when it does it
will be time to start garden-
ing again. Last year we got
quite a bit of dry beans,
corn, tomatillos, herbs,
chiles, amaranth, quinoa,

grain sourghum, millet,
greens, squash, turnips and
leeks. There were some loss-
es to the squirrels, but last
year wasn’t too bad consid-
ering. Much made it’s way
into Thursday dinners of
course, and I dried or pre-
seved much of the extra for

winter. A suggestion was
passed to me for a squirrel
repellent [fox urine] to give
me an upperhand in my
constant war with squirrels.
(So far, squirrels: 4–Dave:
maybe .5!) If it works we can
expand beyond what THEY
don’t like. Regardless, we

will continue too try to
make the garden productive
and supplement our food
donation from Common
Ground Food Coop with it.

Dave Powers

Things Are Still Happening at St. Jude
Continued from page 1

http://newsite.karenhousecw.org/?page_id=1146


Friends & Workers | Winter 2015 | Page 3St. Jude Catholic Worker House | Champaign, IL

the house followed by a resident fam-
ily, Bill and Fran McCoy, who helped
to welcome others to the home. Fran
McCoy was the person who suggested
we name the house, St. Jude after the
patron saint of hopeless cases. She felt
hopeless when she and her family
arrived at the house but after living
there and being supported by the
community, she was empowered to
give back and find hope once again.

Sharon Monday and Michael
Rupsch, who were the next set of live-
in home managers, took on the proj-
ect of major renovation to the house
in 1981. The outside was painted yel-
low with rays of white to represent
hope and the inside kitchen area was
renovated along with wallpaper and
a new coat of paint to the entire
house. A chapel area was built with
the assistance of Dave Lawrence Jr. in
the basement. A food pantry was set
up in the basement as well to serve
the growing number of guests who
came to us from many backgrounds
and situations.

In the early 90’s the house was sold
to Provena Covenant Hospital. Ellen

McDowell and Jean Daley started
Saturday morning coffees to raise
awareness about the mission of the
Catholic Worker and establish a finan-
cial base for the purchase and renova-
tion of the current Catholic Worker
which is now located on Randolph
Street in Champaign. The house was
purchased for $75,000 and paid off
within a year thanks to the generosity
of the community and a grant from
Solo Cup. 

Throughout the 35 years that the St.
Jude Catholic Worker House has been
opened hospitality to the most vul-
nerable has always been at the fore-
front of the mission. The house has
also been a place for live in volunteers
and lay people to learn how to form
friendship and community with the
poor and a place to examine the soci-
etal forces at work that create condi-
tions of discrimination and poverty.
St. Jude’s has been blessed by local
priests who have helped to bring a
catholic presence and spirituality to
the house. Our current priest, Fr. Tom
Royer, has been with the community
for many years? He has blessed us

with many special homilies and sto-
ries related to social justice and the
works of mercy. 

The house is now in a time of
rebuilding the community support
and live in base. We remain dedicated
to the mission of voluntary poverty,
nonviolence, doing the works of
mercy, social justice and being a place
to share our spiritual journey together
with the poor.

Sharon Monday, former volunteer and
CSAF Board Member

A Brief History of the St. Jude Catholic Worker House
Continued from page 2

Listeners Corner
In the electronic version, PDF, you can just
click on the link and it will take your
browser directly to the podcast or recording.
• John Lewis—The Art & Discipline

of Nonviolence
• The Life of Dorothy Day: Robert

Ellsberg Extended Interview

http://www.onbeing.org/program/john-lewis-the-art-discipline-of-nonviolence/transcript/7229#main_content
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YviTrmrI0hM
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r. Martin Luther King Jr. said
that we have to remind this
nation that it's a crime to live

in a rich nation and receive starva-
tion wages.

By risking their jobs and going on
strike for $15, better working conditions
and union rights, tens of thousands of
brave fast-food workers have offered
just such a reminder. They've put a face
on poverty and forced the public to
grapple with an unsustainable econom-
ic reality in which corporations and
CEOs rake in billions of dollars, but the
employees on who's backs these for-
tunes are made are left
with scraps.

On Ash Wednesday,
we supported faith
leaders around the
country who partici-
pated in Fast from Fast
Food, a 40-day soli-
darity fast initiated by
Interfaith Worker
Justice in support of
these workers, who
struggle to provide for
their families despite
working hard.

Raising workers'
wages and respecting
their right to form a union is not just
the right thing to do for our economy;
it's the right thing to do—period.
North Carolina NAACP President the
Rev. William Barber, who is supporting
the fast-food workers, said the biggest
moral issue of all the religions—
whether it's Christianity, Islam or
Judaism—is how you treat workers.

Deuteronomy says, "Don't defraud
the poor. Don't hurt a needy servant.
Pay him or her each day's wages
before sundown because they need it.
And if you don't pay them right,
you're guilty before the Lord."

McDonald's pays Nancy Salgado, a
mother of two from Chicago, mini-
mum wage after 10 years on the job,
forcing her to rely on public assistance
to get by. Burger King pays Kansas
City father of three, Terrance Wise,
$9.30 an hour after 10 years on the job,
forcing him to heat his home with his
oven in the dead of winter.

It is immoral to treat these and mil-
lions of other workers unfairly. It is

immoral to force them to rely on pub-
lic assistance—to the tune of $7 billion
a year—to support their families, or to
make do with haphazard schedules
and limited hours that prevent them
from gaining overtime or benefits. It is
immoral for fast-food CEOs to make
more than 1,000 times what they pay
the workers who are the backbone of
their businesses.

Pope Francis recently said that not
paying fair wages is a "very grave sin"
and that employers who attend church
but treat their employees poorly are
"using God to cover injustice."

And so this Lent, we support all who
fast. We fast because there is enough
to go around if fast-food companies
decide to share the wealth that their
workers helped create.

Fasting is a tradition across many
faiths. This self-deprivation is an act of
humility, a practice to remind our-
selves of all we have to be grateful for,
and also a way to feel connected with
people who struggle through imposed
deprivation on a daily basis. Fast-food
workers who go without heat in the

winter, go without milk in the refriger-
ator, or work for days without seeing
their kids, all face deprivation at the
feet of a multi-billion dollar industry.

Visionary Catholic labor organizer
Dorothy Day once wrote, "What we
would like to do is change the world—
make it a little simpler for people to
feed, clothe, and shelter themselves as
God intended them to do. And, by
fighting for better conditions, by crying
out unceasingly for the rights of the
workers, the poor, of the destitute—the
rights of the worthy and the unworthy
poor, in other words—we can, to a cer-
tain extent, change the world."

Fast-food workers and the millions
of low-wage workers trapped in the
margins of our economy are changing
the world. Leaders in the faith com-
munity are standing with them along
with tens of thousands of concerned
people who believe in fairness.

Rudy Lopez & Simone Campbell
From, Common Dreams

Fasting for an End to Starvation Wages

Contact St. Jude
St. Jude Catholic Worker House
317 S. Randolph St., Champaign, IL
61820
stjudecatholicworker.wordpress.com
Phone: 217.355.9774

Wish List
• A wooden sign for the Cottage

Court house with its new name
• A laundry dryer
• Support for our Ameren heating

bill [make checks payable to:
Ameren, POBox 88034, Chicago, IL,
60680 Acct.# 37459-08331]

To distribute to our guests:
Blankets, warm outerwear (mostly
for men), socks, hats and gloves

Poverty in Champaign
County (courtesy of United

Way of Champaign
County)

• Over 300 school age children are
homeless

• 21.4% of children are living in
poverty—8,344 children under 18

• Champaign County has the third
highest extreme poverty rate
($11,500 income) in Illinois 
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To recieve this newsletter
directly—
email us at stjudecatholicworker@
gmail.com with “newsletter” in the
subject, and we’ll add you to the list.
We will not share you info with any
other organization.

stjudecatholicworker.wordpress.com

